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New vehicles for troops
Jennifer L. Tarr (News Editor the Etownian)
Thursday September 13 2007

Seventy percent of U.S. casualties of the war in Iraq are caused by Improvised Explosive Devices 
(IEDs). However, the military has designed the new Mine Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP) vehicle 
as a means to better protect troops from roadside explosions in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Earlier models of the MRAP, such as the Cougar JERRV and Buffalo mine protected trucks were sent to 
Iraq and Afghanistan and proved themselves worthy, saving many lives from rocket propelled grenades and 
improvised explosive devices, according to an article published in the January 2007 “Defense Update.” 

However, the new vehicles will  provide a level of protection not yet seen in the war. MRAPs are built of 
modular components that can break away from the vehicle should the vehicle be hit by an explosive 
device. They are uniquely designed with bulletproof armor, a V-shaped hull  that deflects the blasts 
created by explosives, and raised chassis.

MRAPs will also be fitted with bulletproof windows with the strength of the ballistic  armor surrounding 
them as well as built-in gun ports.

Continued on next page.....
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“I can tell you with great confidence that these vehicles are going to save thousands of lives,” 
Col. John P. Rooney, commander of U.S. Army Aberdeen Test Center said at a news 
conference at Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland. While there are some who agree that 
MRAPs will  save many lives, like Rooney, there are also those who believe that introducing a 
new, heavily armored vehicle will not be the “end all” of the war in Iraq.

Dr. R. William Ayres, Associate 
Professor of International  Relations 
and Director of the Center for 
G l o b a l C i t i z e n s h i p a t 
Elizabethtown College, recognizes 
that these vehicles will  be up-to-
date and safe as possible. 
However, “they will be larger, 
s l o w e r, a n d l i k e l y l e s s 
maneuverable, which may make 
them more vulnerable in other 
ways,” he said of whether the 
vehicles will help win battles. 

According to Ayres, “More 
protective vehicles will  keep troops 
alive while moving from one 
heavily-fortified base to another, 
but what about patrolling? House 
searches? Talking to locals?”

“There are many things that our 
troops currently do that cannot be 
done from inside a vehicle, regardless 
of how heavily armored it is. 

“Better armor will  not accomplish 
any of these missions,” Ayres said.

“While IEDs do kill a lot of U.S. 
soldiers, solving the IED problem 
will  not in and of itself make much 
difference at the strategic level. 

“Guerilla wars are all about 
adapting and they are built not so 
much on weapons and tactics as 
on the underlying political  realities 
– which this sort of defensive 
weapons system will do nothing to 
change,” Ayres said.

The enemy will  find other ways to 
kill U.S. soldiers.

Read ON.....
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PHOTO: General  Norton Schwartz, USAF United States 
Transportation Command commander, takes a look 
inside a mine resistant ambush protected vehicle as he 
toured the 437th Aerial Port Squadron during his visit to 
the base on Monday, September 17th. General 
Schwartz was featured as Keynote Speaker at the 
recent NDTA Forum & Expo in Charleson where the 
Aerial Port is located. MRAPs are vehicles being sent 
overseas to aid Marines and Soldiers in the Global War 
on Terrorism(U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class 
Cynthia Spalding)
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The B-52 Bomber needs parts. So does the M-1 Tank. In fact, 

all  the nation’s older weapons systems have a critical  need 

for tens of thousands of parts nobody manufactures any 

more. But several agencies concerned with these critical part 

shortages have just announced a creative solution.

The Defense Logistics Agency’s Diminishing Manufacturing 

Sources, Material Shortages (DMSMS) Program Office, and 

the military’s Joint Council  on Aging Aircraft have joined with 

the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs’ Center for Veterans 

Enterprise (CVE) to help connect thousands of veteran-

owned small manufacturing companies with the military’s da-

tabases of needed parts. The Defense Sustainment Consor-

tium (DSC) is spearheading the effort through its National 

Data and Integration Test Center, and ARINC Engineering 

Services, LLC will act as the Program Manager.

On August 15, all the stakeholders launched their pro-

gram—the VetBiz Initiative for National Sustainment (VINS)—

by opening the first local  VINS office at Pueblo, CO. The 

Pueblo Economic  Development Corporation made in-kind 

contributions to open the first VINS office, and Congressman 

John T. Salazar, a member of the Veterans’ Affairs committee 

of Congress, has actively supported the program. Staff from 

Rep. Salazar’s office were present at the VINS opening, 

along with staff from the offices of Colorado Senators Wayne 

Allard and Ken Salazar. Also present was businessman Walt 

Weber, a veteran whose Weber & Sons Manufacturing Com-

pany makes parts for military missiles. “We hope many Vet-

erans with qualified manufacturing businesses will  be an ad-

ditional resource to alleviate the backorders for these much-

needed parts,” Mr. Weber said.

“We believe the nation’s Veterans and Disabled Veterans rep-

resent a capable and under-utilized resource,” stated Dale A. 

Karraker, the DSC’s Executive Director and lead developer of 

the VINS concept and program. “Taken as a whole, parts 

needs are spiraling out of control, but individually they are too 

small to attract attention from Tier-1 prime contractors and 

manufacturers. The VINS program is not about entitle-

ment—it is about tapping a tremendous pool  of talent to re-

solve our major military sustainment issues.” 

Read On
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Veteran-Owned 
Small Busi -
nesses to Help 
Solve Parts 
Shortages for 
DOD Programs 

October 18, 2007
The DOD Is Looking for a Few
Good Veteran Manufacturers

at Maryland Industry Day
hosted by

DEFENSE SUSTAINMENT CONSORTIUM
and ARINC

Attendees will learn about the many DoD programs 
in need of manufacturing sources, and will have a 

chance to sign up with the U.S. Department of V eter -
ans AffairsÕ Center for V eterans Enterprise (CVE) da -
tabase of manufacturers. Limited on-site registration  

will begin at 7:00 a.m., but due to limited space, 
pre-registration is recommended at 

www.arinc.com/sdvosb. 
A $10 registration fee will be collected at the door .

A solo US Air Force (USAF) B-52 Stratofortress Bomber from the 
40th Expeditionary Bomb Squadron (EBS) flies back to its home 
station after striking multiple targets deep in Iraqi territory , in 
support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM.

A U.S. Army , 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Division, M1 Abrams Main 
Battle T ank, on the move to Fallujah, Iraq during Operation IRAQI 
FREEDOM (U.S. Marine Corps official photo by Staff Sergeant Mi -
chael Nasworthy) (Released)
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The Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA  has 
dedicated its new headquarters in 

northeast W ashington, D.C.
For the first time in its more than 65 years of service, the Archdiocese for 
the Military Services, USA (AMS), will house all of their staff and offices in 
a new state-of-the-art building, enabling them to provide more efficient 
services to further the spiritual and pastoral support for our soldiers and 
their families as well as veterans in our VA hospitals -- nearly 1.5 million 
men and women worldwide. 

On hand for the dedication and celebration will be The Most Reverend 
Archbishop Pietro Sambi, Apostolic Nuncio to the United States; The 
Most Reverend Archbishop Edwin F. O'Brien Archdiocesan Administrator, 
Archdiocese for the Military Services and Bishop-Designate of the Arch-
diocese of Baltimore; The Most Reverend Archbishop Donald W. Wuerl, 
Archbishop of Washington; The Honorable R. James Nicholson, Secre-
tary, US Department for Veterans Affairs.

In the early 2000s, Archbishop O'Brien saw the increasing call for minis-
try of the Military Archdiocese. He saw the great needs of a flock that is 
young and highly mobile, yet bears unimaginable burdens. Operating out 
of rented space, the time had come to create a permanent space for the 
Archdiocese. In early 2005, the Archdiocese acquired a former seminary 
and began what would eventually come to be a two-year renovation pro-
ject. Office space, conference rooms, a chapel and residential space for 
the clergy staff all took shape over the course of the project. Poised for 
the twenty-first century, the Archdiocese moved into its new headquarters 
in March 2007.

The Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA is the arm of the Roman 
Catholic Church that provides full spiritual, sacramental and pastoral 
services and support to nearly 1.5 million Catholics dedicated to defend-
ing their Country. Servicemen and women, their families, hospitalized 
veterans and U.S. Government employees overseas are all cared for by 
the Military Archdiocese.

The Archdiocese for the Military Services, without territorial boundaries, 
is present throughout the world, wherever the United States military op-
erates. Archdiocesan presence is found on 220 installations in 29 coun-
tries, 172 Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Centers, and 134 coun-
tries where US Government employees are present. 

Today nearly 1.5 million Catholic men and women are being served, in-
cluding:

    -- 375,000 Catholic Active Duty men and women

    -- 780,000 Family members

    -- 204,000 Catholics in the Reserves and National Guard

    --  66,000 Catholics in government services overseas 

    --  29,000 Catholic residents in V.A. Medical Centers 

NDTAGram

USS Safeguard transfers to 

Military Sealift Command

In a ceremony held earlier today in Sasebo, 
Japan, rescue and salvage ship USS Safeguard 
was decommissioned and transferred to Military 
Sealift Command. Following the transfer, the ship 
proudly assumed the designator United States 
Naval Ship – USNS Safeguard.

More than 100 of Safeguard’s active-duty Navy 
crew members watched as Safeguard’s 
commanding officer, Lt. Cmdr. Doyle Hodges, 
lowered the ship’s commissioning pennant as a 
final gesture of the ship’s decommissioning. 
Safeguard’s new civil  service master, Capt. 
Edward Dickerson, and 26 civil service crew 
members then reported aboard. 
 
“Safeguard is a great addition to MSC’s fleet,” said 
Paul Devoe, assistant program manager with MSC’s 
Naval Fleet Auxiliary Force. “The ship will  continue 
to provide vital support to the U.S. Navy’s 7th Fleet.”

Safeguard will remain in Sasebo and will  have the 
same mission and operational capabilities. These 
missions include: salvage of stranded vessels; 
rescue and assistance operations; recovery of 
submerged objects; and manned-diving operations. 
The civil  service crew will be complemented by a 
four-person military detachment of Navy sailors for 
communications support, and up to 20 Navy divers 
as the mission requires.

Operating noncombatant ships with civilian mariners 
means the U.S. Navy can free uniformed sailors for 
critical jobs in the combatant fleet. Safeguard is the 
final and fourth Navy rescue and salvage ship to be 
transferred to MSC, joining USNS Grapple, USNS 
G r a s p a n d U S N S S a l v o r .         
NDTAGram 
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Military Challenge Coins: a coin with many different faces

Challenge Coins - Unit Coins - Memorial Coins - Commander's Coins. No matter how you 
say it, they all represent the strong bond that is fostered between military members, their 
leaders and their mission. The Challenge Coin is a treasure token of respect and commitment 
to comrades and to service and the concept has influenced industry; specifically companies 
that interact with Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine and Coast Guard partners. 

“According to one story, challenge coins originated during World War I when volunteers 
from all over filled the newly formed flying squadrons. Some were wealthy scions attending 
colleges like Yale and Harvard who quit mid-term to join the war. In one squadron, a 
wealthy lieutenant ordered medallions struck in solid bronze and presented them to his unit. 
A young pilot placed the medallion in a small pouch that he wore about his neck. Shortly 
after, his aircraft was severely damaged by ground fire and he was forced to land behind 
enemy lines. He was immediately captured by a German patrol. In order to discourage his 
escape, the Germans took all of his personal identification except for the small leather 
pouch around his neck. In the meantime, he was moved to a French town near the front. 
Taking advantage of a bombardment that night, he escaped - but without any ID. He 
succeeded in avoiding German patrols by donning civilian attire and he reached the front 
lines, and with difficulty, he crossed no-man's land. Eventually, he stumbled onto a French 
outpost where saboteurs were caught from time to time; they sometimes masqueraded as 
civilians. Not recognizing the young pilot's American accent, the French thought him to be 
a saboteur and were ready to execute him. He had no ID to prove citizenship, but he did 
have his leather pouch containing the medallion. He showed the coin to his would-be 
executioners and one of his French captors recognized the squadron insignia on the 
medallion. They delayed his execution long enough for him to confirm his identity. Instead 
of shooting him they gave him a bottle of wine. Back at his squadron, it became tradition to 
ensure that everyone carried their coin at all times. 

This was accomplished by making a challenge - a challenger would ask to see the medallion. If 
the challenged could not produce a medallion, that person was required to buy a drink of choice 
for whomever made the challenge. If the challenged member produced a medallion, then the 
challenging member was required to pay for the drink. The tradition continued on throughout the 
war and for many years after while surviving squadron members were still alive.

Read ON.....

Photos (Top to Bottom): The “Combating Terrorism Coin” came out of the Special 
Operations Combating Terrorism office in the Pentagon in the fall of 1999, well before 
Sept. 11, 2001. It was the office's way of spotlighting the DOD’s role in the war on terror.  It 
helps raise funds for the children of special operations warriors who are killed in the line of 
duty. The coin is available from Striking Impressions; the company donates 25% to the 
Special Operations Warrior Foundation.   The “BOSS Coin” helps support the Better 
Opportunities for Single Soldiers (BOSS), a program that supports the overall  quality of life 
for single soldier and unaccompanied soldiers.  The “USS Yorktown Coin” was cast 
especially for the 2007 NDTA Forum & Expo held in Charleston, South Carolina.  It shows 
the “Fighting Lady on its face;” the back displays the YRC Worldwide logo, creators of the 
coin, and the mantra the company lives by: Making global commerce work by connecting 
People, Places and Technology.  The imagery is especially appropriate for the NDTA 
scholarship event hosted aboard the carrier by YRC Worldwide in a salute to progress in 
transportation.  The NDTA logo is centerpiece to the “NDTA Coin” - the Association 
prepares coins for milestone occasions and events.  The “Charleston Chapter Coin” was 
designed by Captain Brian Higgins, USAF stationed at Charleston Air Force Base and it 
commemorates the story of NDTA’s oldest chapter.  The inscription, First Formed, 
Foremost Among Others, captures the legacy; the imagery portrays the distinctive spirit of 
transportation in that region, including the C-17 Globemaster flying proudly above the 
Arthur J. Ravenel Bridge and in concert with commercial vessels (ship, truck and rail) 
below.  The coin is available for purchase at $7/each; proceeds benefit the NDA 
Scholarship Fund. 
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VADM Holder apppointed
New NDTA Board Member

LTG Kenneth Wykle, NDTA President announced that VADM 
Holder has been appointed by the Chairman of the Board to 
serve the remainder of General  Kross’ term of office. Kross 
retired as Board Vice Chairman. The announcement was 
made on September 19th at the International  Awards 
Luncheon held in conjunction with NDTA’s 61st annual Forum 
and Expo in Charleston, South Carolina.

Wykle thanked General  Kross for his many years of 
dedicated service to the Association - for his thoughtful 
guidance to senior government liaison officials and 
industry executives and for knowledge sharing during the 
annual Transportation Advisory Board meetings.

Vice Admiral Holder will  be nominated for a full  three year 
term along with the other board members at the general 
membership meeting next fall at the 2008 Forum 
scheduled for Reno, Nevada.

In addition to a command tour of the Military Sealift 
Command, Holder was assigned as Director for Logistics, 
Joint Staff, Pentagon, Washington DC in 2001. In this 
role, he directed the world-wide application of strategic 
logistics to support the Global War on Terrorism. 
Supporting all regional commanders around the world, he 
ensured timely support to operations, and that the proper 
balance between efficiency and effectiveness was 
maintained in delivering the necessary combat support to 
deployed forces. Throughout Operation Enduring 
Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom, Vice Admiral 
Holder coordinated the transportation of forces and 
support materials with the US Transportation Command, 
individual services and the Joint Chiefs.

He is the 2002-2003 recipient of the National Defense 
Transportation Association DOD Distinguished Service 
award, and the 2005 National  Defense Industrial 
Association recipient of the Logistician Emeritus award for 
his work in Logistics.

Holder is currently on the board of directors of the 
Washington chapter of the Surface Navy Association, 
serves as a vice president of the Capitol  Council of the 
United States Navy League, maintains a relationship with 
the University of North Carolina LOGTECH/Institute for 
Defense Business, and serves as a member of the board 
of directors for the Society of International  Logistics. He is 
Chairman of the NDIA Executive Logistics Division, a 
group of industry executives focused on supporting DOD 
and other government agencies to improve their logistics 
processes. He is employed as a Principal by Booz Allen 
Hamilton Inc. in McLean, Virginia.

Vice Admiral  Holder and his wife, Pat, live in Falls Church, 
Virginia. They have two daughters, Ann Marie Holder and 
Jennifer Gomer of Jacksonville, Florida. NDTAGram

Positive Response from 
Forum Survey Respondents

Attendance at the recent National  Defense Transportation 
Association (NDTA) Forum and Expo in Charleston, South 
Carolina from September 15 – 19 climbed to over 1,000 
attendees; many were new to the organization.

Exhibitor numbers also reflected an increase from past years with 
over 207 exhibit booths filling 51,000 square feet of show space.

From member feedback and online Survey results, the 
Charleston Forum was a success on other levels as well. 
Nearly 92% of survey respondents commented on the ease 
and efficiency of both online and on-site registration 
procedures; they also rated the NDTA Forum web site and 
professional  line up as “exceptional” or “exceeded 
expectations.” Seventy percent welcomed the idea of 
breakfast in the comfort of their own Hotel; 97% agreed that 
the event overall  was well-managed and organized. The 
YRC-sponsored Scholarship Dinner aboard the USS 
Yorktown was very popular, as well as the FedEx-hosted 
reception which took place at the North Charleston 
Convention Center. Everybody enjoyed a genuine taste of 
southern cuisine, too, courtesy of Maersk Line, Limited and 
National Air Cargo at both exhibit periods sponsored by these 
companies respectively.

Information gathered from Survey results indicate that attendees 
prefer a 3- day event, with add-on activities or special sessions to 
take place before rather than after the Forum. These ideas will be 
addressed by next year’s Forum Planning Committee.

An impressive 76% said they plan on attending or exhibiting 
at the Reno / Tahoe Forum.

One of the issues expressed concerning multiple hotels has 
already been corrected for 2008 and 2009; lodging and trade 
show exhibits will be at one hotel and under one roof.

NDTA welcomes member input throughout the year on Forum 
Events, National Transportation Week activities and industry 
programming. If you have ideas or questions, please contact 
the NDTA Office at 703-751-5011.  NDTAGram

2008 NDTA Forum - Reno / T ahoe, NV
2009 NDTA Forum - Nashville, TN

2010 NDTA Forum - Anchorage, AK

Announcing the
2011 NDTA Forum Destination

PHOENIX, ARIZONA
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ABF Freight System, Inc. ®
(FORT SMITH, AK, 
September 18, 2007) — 
ABF has been cited as an 
innovator in information 
technology (IT) by 
Information Week 
magazine, which lists ABF® 
on the 2007 Information 
Week 500. This marks the 
second consecutive year 
ABF has earned a place on 
the annual listing. Read ON

(Overseas Shipping Group) 
OSG Ship Management, 
Inc.  (Maine Maritime 
Academy) President Leonard 
Tyler announced that the 
college will honor OSG 
America (a part of OSG Ship 
Management) at a ceremony 
dedicating the college’s latest 
training simulator. The 
college’s new ocean-going 
petroleum tank-barge simulator 
will be named for OSG 
America in appreciation of the 
company’s lead contributions 
to the project. Read ON

New passport requirements 
kick in
In a long, often confusing 
saga of changing U.S. entry 
rules: As of Oct. 1, U.S. 
airline passengers will once 
again need to carry a valid 
passport when traveling to 
Canada, Mexico, the 
Caribbean or Bermuda.
Read ON
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Honor a V et
Just in time for Veterans Day (November 
11th), the VFW has unveiled a new on-
line contest to honor Vets. All members 
of the public are invited to participate by 
creating a video honoring any U.S. mili-
tary Veteran. Prizes in the contest in-
clude a trip for two to Orlando, FL, cour-
tesy of Southwest Airlines.  MORE.....

Defense Logistics Awards
Nominations accepted through

Oct. 12 / midnight.
Sponsored by IBM / Northrop Grumman 

(NDTA Corporate Members)
MORE.....

Dallas / Ft W orth
NDTA Chapter Monthly Luncheon

October 11, Thursday
AAFES Hdqtrs. at the Skyline Club

Gregg Zody, BNSF Railroad
will discuss the Railroad and

Intermodal Shipping and how it
relates to the Transportation World

Contact: Sara France
RSVP by October 5th

Chapter Web Site

Prizes and 201 1 Forum Site 
Announced

The NDTA 61st Annual NDTA Forum & Expo concluded a 
very successful event in Charleston, South Carolina on 
September 19, 2007 with the announcement of Grand Prize 
Winners and the selection of the 2011 NDTA Forum site.  

Grand prizes were coordinated through the A-35 program, 
which helps provide scholarship funds to deserving 
students pursuing careers in transportation, distribution and 
logistics, and were determined by a raffle drawing at the 
close of Forum ceremonies.  Lucky winners received: 2 
Southwest Airline tickets to anywhere in the U.S.; Jamaica 
vacation provided by SuperClubs; and 2 cruise tickets 
provided by Omega World Travel).  

Additional scholarship funds were also collected through  
the “adoption” of Ducks, which were dropped onto a bulls-
eye target marked with a host of various prize tokens.   
Duck adoptions totaled over $7,600: A-35’ers collected 
$3685 in adoption sales on site at the Charleston Forum 
and pre-sales online prior to the event amounted to $4015.  

The final announcement of the day concerned the 2011 
NDTA Forum site selection.  Phoenix, Arizona, the city in 
“the Valley of the Sun,” will host the annual  event in the fall 
of 2011.  An NDTA Chapter of the same name located in 
Phoenix will provide support in developing Forum plans, 
facilitating offsite activities and helping with site 
arrangements as required for attendees.  

NDTA thanks A-35 Prize Contributors: SuperClubs, 
Southwest Airlines, the Brands of YRC Worldwide, The 
Hertz Corporation, Omega World Travel, M.I.N.D., Inc., 
CorTrans Logistics LLC, UPS and to companies providing 
winning gifts donated to Exhibit Hall drawings.  NDTA also 
extends sincere appreciation to the Forum Site Selection 
Committee for volunteering their time to consider all city 
bids for 2011.   NDTAGram

NDTA Volunteers taking a break from selling tickets

Central P A Chapter
Golf Outing October 5

Carlisle Barracks Golf Course MORE....

Transportation Table
hosted by Traffic World

and the Journal of Commerce
RSVP:  202-355-1141

X
September 28, 2007

Ed Wytkind , President
 Transportation Trade Dept., AFL-CIO
"Labor & Transportation 21st Century"

 October 12, 2007

Gov. William Graves
CEO / President, ATA

"State of the Trucking Industry"

November 16, 2007
Patrick Forrey , President

Air Traffic Controllers Assoc.
"Air Traffic, Congestion and
Government Investment"

SHARE YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT
Members are invited to share press 
releases, photos and announcements at 
no cost. Submissions are due the last 
week of the month preceding 
publication.  Send to Karen Schmitt 
Managing Editor
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http://www.abfs.com/about/news/2007/p091807.asp?bhcp=1
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http://www.usatoday.com/travel/news/2007-09-27-passport-requirements_N.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/travel/news/2007-09-27-passport-requirements_N.htm
http://www.ndtahq.com
http://www.ndtahq.com
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http://www.wbresearch.com/defenselogisticsusa/awards.asp?cm_mmc=Email-_-10389.002-_-EMAwards-_-Awards
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http://clouds.8m.com/
http://clouds.8m.com/
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http://www.superclubs.com/
http://www.superclubs.com/
http://www.southwest.com/about_swa/?ref=abtsw_gn
http://www.southwest.com/about_swa/?ref=abtsw_gn
http://www.yrcw.com/
http://www.yrcw.com/
https://www.hertz.com/rentacar/abouthertz/index.jsp?targetPage=CorporateProfile.jsp&leftNavUserSelection=globNav_7_1
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https://www.hertz.com/rentacar/abouthertz/index.jsp?targetPage=CorporateProfile.jsp&leftNavUserSelection=globNav_7_1
http://www.owt.net/
http://www.owt.net/
http://www.cortrans.com/
http://www.cortrans.com/
http://www.ups-scs.com/
http://www.ups-scs.com/
http://ndtahq.com/download/Central_PA_Golf_Outing.pdf
http://ndtahq.com/download/Central_PA_Golf_Outing.pdf
http://www.trafficworld.com/newssection/trans.asp
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