
In honor of NTW, the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) 
annually invites students to express 

their viewpoints on transportation by 
participating in a poster competition. 
The Poster Contest, which began in 
2000, is not limited to a particular 
mode; artworks display spaceships and 
skateboards as well as the more con-
ventional vehicles such as cars, trucks, 
buses, trains, and ships. 

The contest is fun, but the objective 
is serious—to encourage youngsters to 
think about the influence of transpor-
tation on their lives. “Education is a 
long-term investment . . . we need to 
start early educating our youth about 
transportation,” said Joe Toole, direc-
tor of professional development for the 
FHWA and chair of the NTW 

Poster Committee. “There are tremen-
dous opportunities for showing today’s 
youth not only the challenges in trans-
portation but [also] the excitement of 
working on something that is so critical 
to our nation.” Many segments of the 
industry are in short supply of talent, 
which makes it even more important 
to reach youngsters. 

Today’s students will create the 
transportation systems of tomorrow. 
They need our encouragement and 
our guidance. And we as a nation need 
their commitment. One day, they will 
design better traffic control systems; 
they will monitor safer, more environ-
mentally friendly highways; they will 
operate more secure ports; and they 
will discover more economical ways to 
move produce across the county. 

>> To get a HEAD START on next 
year’s competition, teachers may con-
tact NTW Poster Competition Coor-
dinator, Dahlia Gordon (Dahlia.Gor-
don@fhwa.dot.gov).  DTJ 

2007 NTW Poster Contest Winners: first place (top) – Thomas Dolan from 
St. Catherine of Siena School, Reading, PA; second place (bottom left) – Ben 

Johnson from Shadow Hills Elementary, Boise, ID; third place (bottom right)  
– Katrina Balatgek from Sacred Heart School, Reading, PA
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Despite 25 years of neglect and a 
costly insurgency, Iraq’s infrastruc-
ture is bouncing back, and US as-

sistance projects are having a real impact 
on the lives of its people, rebuilding Iraq’s 
infrastructure, supporting the emergence 
of democracy, and establishing a founda-
tion for a strong economy. 

US efforts were intended to jumpstart 
reconstruction efforts. The success of re-
construction is dependent on Iraqi fund-
ing, donor nation support, and security. 

It will take time and considerable re-
sources to rebuild Iraq after years of ne-
glect under Saddam’s rule. US funds are 
only a part of the overall broader effort, 
which will be continued with Iraq’s own 
enormous human and capital resources 
and the support of other donor nations. 

Statistics below reflect GRD portion 
of projects funded under Iraq Relief and 
Reconstruction Fund (IRRF), Develop-
mental Fund of Iraq (DFI), Command-
er’s Emergency Response Fund (CERP), 
Economic Support Fund (ESF), and Iraq 
security Forces Fund (ISFF). 

Gulf Region Division, US Army Corps of Engineers
Cumulative Reconstruction Snapshot 

By Command Information, Gulf Region Division, US Army Corps of Engineers

Reconstruction efforts are a vital component to Iraq’s progress toward democracy.

A parade of vintage vehicles was the 
pivot point to this year’s NTW 
celebration, “One Nation on the 

Move,” held in Detroit, Michigan, on 
Mother’s Day. Families lined the streets to 
catch a glimpse of a convoy of golden old-
ies, such as the 1932 Ford Deuce, roll on 
by. One participant, for sure, did not go 
by unnoticed—an 18-wheeler sporting 1st 
Place prize-winning artwork from the hand 
of Thomas Dolan (see previous page). In 

total, three YRC Worldwide brands (Road-
way, Yellow and USF Holland) supplied 
trucks, trailers, drivers, and eye-catching 
graphics that put Thomas’ poster “on the 
move” along the cruise route.

In addition to participating in the De-
troit parade, YRC Worldwide trucks were 
stationed as decorative backdrops to other 
NTW venues around town including the 
landmark Henry Ford Museum in Dear-
born Village, Michigan.

“The 48-foot trailer is an excellent 
format for getting attention,” explained 
Denny Edwards, Marketing Vice Presi-
dent for the NDTA, who introduced 
the concept of NTW trailer art to YRC 
Worldwide back in 2003. “The com-
manding size is captivating whether sta-
tionary or moving. The poster itself is 
easy for kids to relate to since it was cre-
ated by one of their peers, albeit in the 
‘far-away’ state of Pennsylvania.” 

YRC Worldwide is in this for the “long 
haul.” The company became involved in 
National Transportation Week in 2000, 
when they joined fellow NDTA corporate 
members as NTW Founding Benefactors 
to help launch a series of events com-
memorating transportation and industry 
professionals. One of the objectives is to 
expand transportation awareness to future 
transporters through schools and public at-
tractions spotlighted during the week-long 
celebrations. Who knows . . . this special 
appearance in Detroit may have inspired 
some young parade-watchers to join the 
future team of professionals that will keep 
our “Nation on the Move.”  DTJ

One Nation on the Move—One Poster on the Move
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>>  NDTA recognition of National 

Transportation Week goes well 

beyond our borders even though 

events commemorate stateside 

modes and achievements. Let’s 

not forget the terrific progress in 

infrastructure that has taken

place in Iraq thanks to the

Corps of Engineers. We appreciate 

the update from the field and

we send you our best!



(Note: Data compiled by contractor Stanley 
Baker Hill from the Iraq Reconstruction Man-
agement System (IRMS) database of construc-
tion projects in Iraq. Data are being pulled from 
the GRD Bench Mark table in IRMS. Data 
subject to change as more project information 
is entered. This does not include non-construc-
tion investments such as equipment purchases, 
training, and some security. Cumulative data 
compiled up to April 30, 2007.)

At transfer of sovereignty in June 2004, 
there were just 200 projects started. As of 
April 30, 2007, USACE/GRD has: 

•	 4271 planned projects; construction 
cost of $8.07 billion; program cost of 
$8.84 billion

•	 3280 completed projects; construction 
cost of $4.25 billion; program cost of 
$4.39 billion

•	 681 ongoing projects; construction 
cost of $3.28 billion; program cost of 
$3.28 billion

•	 227 projects awarded yet to be started

Electricity
•	 Of 2023 megawatts planned, 1420 

megawatts have been added and re-
stored, increasing the capacity of elec-
trical power to serve 1.3 million house-
holds (6.5 million Iraqis or 20 percent 
of the population).

•	 561 planned, 353 projects completed 
with 139 ongoing. 

•	 Strengthened and stabilized the electri-
cal transmission grid through the com-
pletion of 21 132/400kV substations 
and six overhead line projects affecting 
425,000 households and 2.1 million 
Iraqi citizens.

•	 Completed construction of 89 
33/11kV substations affecting 825,000 
homes (4.5 million people or 17 per-
cent of the Iraqi population).

•	 Employed an average of 7000 Iraqi 
citizens per week.

Oil
•	 110 projects planned, 67 completed, 

19 ongoing. 
•	 Of 3.0 million barrels per day of planned 

capacity, current oil production capac-
ity is at 2.8 million barrels per day.

•	 Oil production increased immediately 
following the war by 1.9 million bar-
rels per day, generating added revenue 
to the Iraqi economy. 

•	 Natural gas production capacity in-
creased post-war by 300 million stan-
dard cubic feet per day.

•	 Liquefied petroleum gas production 
capacity increased post war by 2000 
tons per day. 

•	 Employed approximately 5000 Iraqi 
citizens per week.

Water
•	 861 planned, 581 completed, 198 on-

going.
•	 Of those, 583 are water treatment and 

sewage projects with 413 completed 
and 138 ongoing.

•	 Of the 1.1 million cubic meters per 
day of potable water planned, 463,000 
cubic meters per day of water treat-
ment capacity have been achieved. 

•	 Provides potable water capacity to ap-
proximately 2.5 million Iraqi people (8 
percent of population).

•	 With the 673,000 cubic meters per 
day of water treatment capacity that is 
under construction, an additional 2.7 
million Iraqi people will be affected for 
a total 5.2 million (20 percent of the 
Iraq population).

•	 Employed an average of 1600 Iraqi 
citizens per week.

Facilities
•	 2739 planned, 2279 completed, 325 

ongoing. 

Transportation and
Communication
•	 Completed 318 kilometers of village 

roads. An additional 109 kilometers of 
village road projects are ongoing.

•	 98 railroad renovation projects at 96 
railroad stations have been completed, 
which accounts for 93 percent of total 
railroad stations.

•	 14 of 19 aviation projects are com-
pleted, affecting 3 airports and 4000 
passengers per day.

•	 Completed 6 port projects, increasing 

port support for 50 ships per day. This 
accounts for 60 percent of the port ca-
pacity in Iraq.

•	 Employed an average of 2300 Iraqi 
citizens per week.

Building, Health, and Education
•	 166 Primary Healthcare Centers—128 

Primary Healthcare Centers are under 
construction with 38 complete and 9 
impacted by insurgent activities. 

•	 Of the 47 hospital renovation proj-
ects planned, 10 are ongoing with 30 
completed at 20 hospitals across the 
country. 

•	 This increases the capacity to treat 
about 3.25 million patients annually 
in hospitals and 630,000 outpatients 
annually at the PHCs, which is 14 
percent of the patient population.

•	 Renovation or construction of 986 

schools is complete, improving quality 
learning environments for more than 
500,000 kindergarten through 8th 
grade students (9 percent of the total 
amount of students/schools in Iraq).

•	 Employed an average of 2650 Iraqi 
citizens per week.

Security and Justice
•	 Completed construction on 152 bor-

der forts and 10 Point of Entry facili-
ties (includes MNSTC-I projects).

•	 Completed renovation on 91 fire sta-
tions, which makes up 30 percent of 
the total number of fire stations or fire-
fighting services for Iraq.

•	 Completed work on 31 courthouses 
with 7 ongoing. 

•	 Constructing/rehabilitating four cor-
rectional facilities that will provide 
4090 beds and improving conditions 
for 1700 more. This will increase new 
beds by 43 percent and improve 18 
percent of existing bed space.

•	 Employed an average of 3500 Iraqi 
citizens per week.  DTJ

www.ndtahq.com   |   27


