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Installations

A Quick Reference for

COMMERCIAL TRUCK 
DRIVERS 
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“Where can I go 

when I’m on base?”

This is a common question that many truck 

drivers ask while on a military installation.  The 

military recognizes and appreciates the 

contributions made to the Defense interests 

of our Nation by the commercial trucking 

industry, and they want drivers to know that 

some services are open to them when they 

are  picking up or delivering cargo.    

Certain facilities on any base, camp or 

station, by Law, can only be used by 

members of the military and their families. 

Even civilian employees of the military 

cannot use these facilities.  Restricted 

locations include Commissaries, Post or Base 

Exchanges, Class VI (Beverage) Stores, Gas 

Stations and Lodging. These facilities require 

military or family member identification from 

their customers.

Commercial truck drivers may use any 

contractor facilities (McDonalds, Burger King, 

etc.). Food and beverage outlets operated 

by the Morale Welfare and Recreation (MWR) 

Service  and the Army  and Air Force 

Exchange Service (AAFES) are also open.   

These are typically located at bowling alleys, 

golf courses and shopping centers.  Some 

installations also allow “official installation 

guests” to use community club facilities for 

dining, with commercial drivers falling into 

that category.
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Please recognize that 
each Military Installation sets 

its own policy, which in some cases may 
restrict access to otherwise authorized 
facilities.  Be advised to contact military 
information services at your destination 
before you arrive.

for security 
reasons 

Helpful Resources

Not just for military members, but for 
ANYONE new to US military bases!

WANTED

Professional Truck Drivers
For membership in the
NATIONAL DEFENSE 
TRANSPORTATION

ASSOCIATION

Join over 8,500 other transportation 
professionals - from military, civilian, and 
Government sectors - in an organization that is 
dedicated to fostering a strong and efficient 
transportation system in support of the 
economy and security of the United States.

Your membership includes a subscription to 
the Defense Transportation Journal, a 
bimonthly magazine published by NDTA and a 
rich source of learning about your industry, 
your government and the world around you.

You will be able to participate in regional and 
National conferences that bring together 
m i l i t a r y ,  gove rnmen t  and  i ndus t r y  
transportation leaders and operators to 
address transportation and distribution issues 
that affect the Nation.

In addition, you will be able to take advantage 
of discounts provided to our members by 
specific hotel and lodging chains that are 
corporate members of NDTA.

These member hotel chains offer 20% savings from 
published rates for all NDTA members.  If your company 
has Corporate Membership, just ask for your Choice 
Discount Card.  If not, you can join NDTA  as an individual 
for great discounts!

The United States Military Road Map   
measures 32" wide by 18" high and folds 
down to 4" wide by 9" high.  The latest edition 
includes 565 military installations with 
detailed insets of 17 concentrated military 
areas and how to reach your destination..  
The United States Military Road Atlas  and the 
Military Travel Guide  offer driving routes, plus 
details specifically related to base facilities 
including helpful telephone numbers to 
destinations open to YOU.
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www.militaryliving.com/
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MINIMUM DOCUMENTATION 
REQUIREMENTS:

Commercial truck operators, as a minimum, 
must have the following documentation to 
gain access to a military installation:

Valid Commercial Drivers License (with 
appropriate endorsements for special 
material being transported, such as 
hazardous cargo).

Vehicle Registration papers.

Documentation linking the driver to the 
motor carrier for which he/she is 
driving.  A company identification card 
may also be required.

When making a delivery, load 
documentation will be required, such as 
a commercial bill of lading or a delivery 
ticket

Other documentation may be needed 
depending on the type of cargo the driver is 
picking up or delivering, or the type of  
installation (i.e., Restricted)  that the driver is 
trying to enter. Special documentation 
requirements are usually made known to the 
driver's carrier ahead of time.  Don't assume 
that facilities are able to accept deliveries at 
any time during normal business hours.  The 
military has other missions that may cause 
them to restrict delivery times    

In general, it is advisable to prelodge 
(schedule) deliveries at military installations, 
where that is possible.  Your company 
dispatcher should have information on 
delivery clearance procedures at specific 
installations.
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