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Course Title:  Blockchain 101 – What It Is and Why It's Important 
Abstract: This class explains the fundamentals of what Blockchain is and why it matters. It should give the 
attendee a high level overview of Blockchain and how it can leveraged to enhance business processes and 
increase efficiency. The class will work to build a foundation of understanding that highlights the benefits of a 
Blockchain network for a military logistics-based scenario. Don't let your business be left behind as Blockchain 
continues to evolve and becomes ubiquitous.  
 
This session is the first installment of a three-part Blockchain discussion that is followed by a technical deep 
dive class and closed out with a hands on, interactive lab that steps though the construction of a Blockchain 
network. The attendees will be instructed on how stand up a Blockchain Node, which is the first step in 
deploying a Blockchain network. The instructors will also demonstrate on how to define sharing policies, Which 
is an early step in planning for governance of a network. 

Organization:  CGI Federal, CGI 

Website:  https://www.cgi.com/us/en-us/federal  
Instructor:  Venkat Kodumudi 

Venkat has 28+ years of IT experience as both a government leader and in the private sector. 
He worked in Homeland Security and currently, he is a Director at CGI USA. In this role, 
Venkat manages Blockchain and intelligent automation (IA) services for CGI US in support 
of achieving mission objectives for CGI’s commercial and State and Local customers. He 
also co-chairs CGI Blockchain Round-table. Mr. Kodumudi holds Bachelors and Master’s 
degrees in Computer Science and a Master of Business Administration. 
 

 
Instructor:  Hudson Sutherland 

Hudson Sutherland is an Army veteran and business consultant with extensive leadership 
experience, currently working in CGI Federal Defense programs. Hudson is a tech-savvy 
leader and life-long learner, who eagerly embraces challenges. He is a blockchain/distributed 
ledger technology subject matter expert with extensive experience managing software 
development teams. He earned a BS degree in Accounting from The Citadel and an MBA 
from the College of William & Mary. 

Session POC:  Hudson Sutherland, CGI Federal, william.sutherland@cgifederal.com 
Office 703-227-5532, Mobile 202-570-6664 
NDTA Transportation Academy Coordinator:  Irvin “Irv” Varkonyi, NDTA HQ  
ivarkonyi@ndtahq.com // Mobile 703-863-9686 // Skype – Ivarkonyi // Fairfax, VA 
DoD Transportation Academy Coordinator:  Tim Ringdahl, USTRANSCOM 
timothy.p.ringdahl.ctr@mail.mil // Mobile 618-401-2761, Office 618-220-4126 // Scott AFB, IL 
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