
My name is Bill Swiss, and I am currently the
Captain of the M/V Ocean Freedom.  I have 

also previously served as the Captain of the 
M/V Ocean Crescent for six years. I was born and 
raised in Franklin, New Jersey, a small town on the 
foothills of the Appalachian Mountains. I have since 
transplanted to Port St. Lucie, Florida, the spring 
training home of the New York Mets, which just 
happens to be my favorite baseball team. I live there 
with my wife Katie and our two children Madison 
and William. I am a 2002 graduate of SUNY Maritime 
and have been sailing deep sea since graduation, 
10 years with Sealift Inc and now nine years with 
Crowley/USO.

I enjoy working in the heavy lift fleet because it 
offers a wide variety of experiences. No two cargoes 
are ever the same, and these ships are fortunate 
enough to travel worldwide. So many of the coun-
tries and especially the ports these vessels call upon 
are places that most people have never heard of, let 
alone visited. 

For example, when the Ocean Freedom delivered 
radar arrays to the remote fishing village of Vardo, 
Norway, in May 2020, it was one of the most inter-
esting port calls of my career. The amount of prepa-
ration, ship-handling, and seamanship brought the 
entire crew together in order to successfully transit 
through a narrow breakwater and then maneuver 
alongside. Once inside the breakwater, the engines 
were placed full astern and the starboard anchor 
dropped to act as a pivot point to spin the ship 
around to the berth.

Vardo was quite fantastic. Being so far in the north-
ern latitudes, there was approximately 19-20 hours 
of daylight. On one of the clear days, you could see 
Russia in the background. The landscape was lightly 
snow covered and the water was extremely clear. It 
seemed like the entire village came out to view the 
cargo operations. Another good part of being able 
to travel the world is the ability to taste test local 
specialty foods. In Vardo, the crew tasted salted rein-
deer hearts.

The loading port for the arrays delivered to Vardo 
was Portland, Maine. Lobster! In Gdansk, Poland, 
Daniel Zalewski had the agent deliver a large variety 
of Polish sausage and meats. In Japan, it is always 
sushi and sashimi. Just recently in Egypt, we tried 

our luck at stuffed pigeon – tastes much better than 
it looks! Just about every port, I try and get some 
local dishes for all the crew to taste. It normally gives 
the crew something to look forward to, even though 
they may not finish consuming it!

One of the more satisfying days aboard the ship 
was when my family was able to visit for a couple 
of days while we were berthed in Cape Canaveral, 
Florida. My kids had the opportunity to explore the 
ship, supervised of course, and better understand 
my livelihood. The First Engineer gave them a tour of 
the engine room and allowed each of them to start 
one of the ship’s generators, and to this day, they 
still ask about Nick.

When I am home, I spend most of the time being a 
‘Swim Dad’. Both of my kids are on the swim team, 
which is five days a week, and then meets one or two 
weekends a month. Last year my daughter made 
several cuts to qualify for the first stage of the Junior 
Olympics. Outside of swimming, my wife and I like to 
visit St. Augustine, and we also enjoy competing in 
various running events throughout Florida.
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From an early age, Kevin Kuebler’s career path 
was clear. His love of travel and proclivity for 

large modes of transportation led him to California 
Maritime Academy. After graduating from Cal. 
Maritime in 2004, he joined MM&P (International 
Organization of Master, Mates and Pilots) where 
he began his sailing career working on MM&P 
contracted tankers with a company called AHL 
Tankers. Five years later he earned Chief Mate.

In 2009 he began sailing containerships and three 
years later he took a Chief Mate position on the M/V 
Texas Enterprise, operated at that time by LMS Ship 
Management whom Seabulk eventually purchased. 
Since 2017, Kuebler has served as the Chief Mate 
onboard the M/V Green Ridge. For life on the high 
seas, every day presents a different challenge to 
overcome. Daily variety and getting to meet and 
interact with a plethora of different people at a 
professional level are just of the few things that 
Kevin likes about his job. 

“I have the ability to affect change in my 
co-workers’ lives and hopefully motivate them to 

become better people through leading by example,” 
said Kuebler. “I have direct access to all levels of management should I need it and from the top echelon 
down, the culture is one that professes safety in the workplace; what I enjoy most about Seabulk, is that 
they have wholeheartedly adopted a safety culture where the Company puts vessel and crew safety beyond 
profitability.”

For Kevin, sailing a U.S. flag vessel means that he’s carrying on the tradition of maintaining a viable U.S. 
Flag fleet that many hardworking seamen before him have done for 100+ years in peace and war. As a young 
man, Kevin was privileged to get acquainted with a gentleman who sailed Liberty and Victory ships in WWII 
as a helmsman and that impacted him.

“While my time at sea hasn’t been nearly as arduous or life-threatening, I’d like to think that we carry on 
some of his traditions today,” said Kuebler. “I often think of the historical impact that the U.S. Merchant 

Marine has contributed over time, and I’d like to think that we represent a continuation of that in a microcosm 
of time.”

While life at sea comes with its challenges, Kevin gains satisfaction from operating his vessel safely as a 
team. The dynamic and varying variety of cargo he carries keeps his job interesting. Seeing the world is an 
exciting part of the job. Kevin’s favorite place to sail to is Greece where he likes to get gyros delivered to 
the vessel. The only continent he hasn’t sailed to but would like to visit is Antarctica.

When Kevin is not working he returns to his family in Crandon, WI. He and his wife are the parents of four 
children, three boys and one girl. Kevin and his family own four horses and enjoy horseback riding all over 
the state. They also often take their horses to South Dakota and ride around the Mt. Rushmore area. Kevin 
and his family are active in the Forest County 4-H Association and engage the county’s youth population in 
horse related projects and teach them how to ride and care for horses. 
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