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Course Title:  USTRANSCOM Readiness Programs – Commercial Industry's Role in 
Getting to the Fight, Sustaining the Warfighter, and Returning Them Home 
Transportation Academy Track: Acquisition & Finance 
Brief Description (2 – 3 sentences):  
This course covers strategic readiness programs, including (1) the VISA program, which provides international cargo transportation 
and distribution services using ocean common or contract carriers, as defined in the Shipping Act of 1984, offering regularly scheduled 
commercial liner service for requirements that may arise in any part of the world and (2) the Civil Reserve Air Fleet (CRAF) program, 
which provides airlift services for both passengers and cargo internationally during peacetime and both international and domestically 
in times of crises during which CRAF is Activated. 
 
More Detailed Abstract: 
Ocean carriers provide ocean, intermodal, and related transportation and distribution services primarily for requirements sponsored by 
the DoD, to include items not owned by DoD, such as Foreign Military Sales (FMS), Humanitarian Assistance Programs (HAP), 
shipments from commercial entities for use by DoD (e.g. Defense Logistics Agency’s Prime Vendor Program), Household Goods 
(HHG) and Privately Owned Vehicles (POVs) owned by DOD employees, and shipments by the armed forces of allied nations. In 
addition, this contract may be used for shipments by United States Federal Agencies other than DoD. This is a contingency contract 
and upon execution, a contractor becomes a VISA “Participant” and receives a priority, as described in the contract, as a VISA 
“Participant” for award of DoD peacetime cargo for the forthcoming fiscal year. This class will go into detail about the program and 
lead discussions into what the requirements are to become a contractor included in this contract. 
 
On the airlift side, the course will cover the CRAF program, which consists of 25+ commercial air carriers participating in the program 
to support DoD passenger and cargo movements around the world.  The program consists of a peacetime component for routine and ad 
hoc airlift requirements, as well as a wartime component which can be ‘activated’ when necessary to ensure airlift capacity during 
periods of need.  The CRAF program represents a major portion of TRANSCOM and AMC’s readiness posture involving commercial 
providers and generally consists of between $1B and $2B of annual spend for airlift transportation services. 

Organization Name: USTRANSCOM Acquisition & Intermodal Programs Divisions 

Website:  
Instructor: William “Will” Henderson, USTRANSCOM AQ  
Brief Bio:  Mr. William Henderson is Chief, Sealift Procurement Branch, in the Sealift 
Services Division at USTRANSCOM where he manages the Universal Services Contract 
(USC-9), a program consisting of 23 commercial ocean carrier contracts valued at $5.29B. 
Prior to his current position, Mr. Henderson was Chief, Domestic Airlift Branch within the 
Contract Airlift Division at USTRANSCOM.  He was responsible for 31 Domestic Charter 
and Air Terminal and Ground Handling Services contracts valued over $650M.  
 
Mr. Henderson worked for the US Army Surface Deployment and Distribution Command 

(SDDC) at Scott AFB, Illinois from June 2009 to December 2013, where he was a team lead for a variety of 
service, IT and S&RTS contracts. Prior to the position at SDDC, he was a contract specialist in the Sealift 
Branch, Sealift Services Division at USTRANSCOM from April 2007 to June 2009. 
 
He began his contracting career in June 1994 at the 437th Contracting Squadron, Charleston Air Force Base, 
South Carolina as an enlisted member of the U.S. Air Force.  In September 1995, he was reassigned to the 375th 
Contracting Squadron, Scott Air Force Base, Illinois, where he worked as a contract specialist and contracting 
officer buying various goods, services and construction. He concluded his service in the 375th CONS as Deputy, 
Services Flight Chief from June 2002 to October 2003. 
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Instructor: Mr. Tim Boemecke, USTRANSCOM J5-I   
Brief Bio: Tim Boemecke is USTRANSCOM’s Commercial Sealift Program Manager responsible 
for managing programs including the Voluntary Intermodal Sealift Agreement, the Maritime Security 
Program, and the Voluntary Tanker Agreement Program to ensure viable sealift augmentation to 
support both peacetime and wartime needs.  Prior to this, Tim served as a Senior Transportation 
Analyst for USTRANSCOM where he was responsible for evaluating all sustainment requirements to 
ensure efficient modal and intermodal decisions were made regarding the use of available strategic 
capacity.    

For over 23 years, Tim served in the U.S. Army in various leadership roles while stationed in the 
United States, Republic of South Korea, and the Middle East.  During his Army career, he was involved in the logistical 
planning and execution for humanitarian aid, and combat operations in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq, Afghanistan, and other 
locations across the globe. 
 

Instructor:   Mr. David “Buddha” Atkinson , USTRANSCOM J5-I 
Brief Bio: “Buddha” Atkinson is the USTRANSCOM Commercial Airlift (CRAF) Program 
Manager, hired in the midst of Operation ALLIES REFUGE.  Prior to his current appointment, 
Mr. Atkinson served USTRANSCOM’s Joint Exercise Program Manager charged with joint 
exercise design, planning, and support. 
 
Mr. Atkinson retired from the USAF in 2018 after a 22 year career as a KC-135 navigator and 
Weapons Officer, AOC expert, and Commander.  His notable assignments include the 351st 
ARS, RAF Mildenhall; 22nd ARW, McConnell AFB, 15th AMOS, Travis AFB, PACAF 
A3/5/8, Hickam AFB, USTRANSCOM J3, Scott AFB and EOS Det 1, Hurlburt Field, FL. 

Point of Contact (publicly releasable):  
Name:  Xxxxxx Xxxxxx 
Company Name:  Xxxxxx Xxxxxx  
Phone: xxx-xxx-xxxx | Email: xxxxxxxxxx 

Consent to Record:   
____ Yes, I (we) content to recording this session for NDTA use in training at a later date.  
____ No, I (we) do not consent to recording this session.  

NDTA Transportation Academy Coordinator:  Pam Lindsey, CSCP  
PLindsey@ndtahq.com // 443-690-1602 cell // Bel Air, MD 
DoD Transportation Academy Coordinator:  Tim Ringdahl, USTRANSCOM 
timothy.p.ringdahl.ctr@mail.mil // 618-220-4126 // 618-401-2761 cell // Scott AFB, IL 
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